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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following FINAL Office Action is in response to Applicant's submission 
received June 12, 2008. Claims 1-4, 9, 12, 16, and 19 have been amended. Claims 5- 
8, 10, 11, 13-15, 17, 18, and 20 have been canceled. No claims have been added. 
Therefore, claims 1-4, 9, 12, 16, and 19 are pending. 

Response to Amendment 

2. The 35 USC § 101 rejection of claims 9, 12, 16, and 19 is withdrawn in light of 
Applicant's amendments rendering the system and computer medium statutory. 

3. The 35 USC § 102 rejection of claims 1 -4, 9, 1 2, 1 6, and 1 9 as anticipated by 
Lapuyade et al. (US 7,21 7,1 09) is withdrawn in light of Applicant's amendments 
requiring additional limitations. Note that the rejection now falls under § 103, below. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 9, 12, 16, and 19 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 

5. The Examiner would like to note the requirements for traversing official notice 
from MPEP§ 2144.03: 

To adequately traverse such a finding, an applicant must specifically point 
out the supposed errors in the examiner's action, which would include stating 
why the noticed fact is not considered to be common knowledge or well-known in 
the art. See 37 CFR 1.111(b). 
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If applicant does not traverse the examiner's assertion of official notice or 
applicant's traverse is not adequate, the examiner should clearly indicate in the 
next Office action that the common knowledge or well-known in the art statement 
is taken to be admitted prior art because applicant either failed to traverse the 
examiner's assertion of official notice or that the traverse was inadequate 
[emphasis added]. 

Because Applicant has not specifically pointed out any errors in the Examiner's 
action, the officially noticed facts in the April 1 1 , 2008 Office Action are deemed 
admitted prior art. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Specifically, the claims are directed to a method used in a data processing 
system, the system containing instructions. However, this method has no steps. 
Instead, the steps in the claim are the method of the instructions of the data processing 
system, not the aforementioned method (i.e. the originally claimed method appears to 
not be referenced again). 



Application/Control Number: 10/718,087 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3623 

The Examiner suggests a rewording would make the preamble clearer. For 
example: -a method for managing scheduling information in a calendar program, the 
method tangibly embodied in computer executable instructions stored on a data 
processing system that when executed cause the data processing system to perform 
the steps comprising.... - 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1-4, 9, 12, 16, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Special Edition Using Microsoft Outlook 2002, Que (May 17, 2001) 
(hereinafter Que). 

As to claim 1 , Que discloses a method comprising: 

storing in a memory of the data processing system a first scheduling information 
and a second scheduling information for a user, wherein the first scheduling information 
comprises a first location, a first time zone association with the first location, and first 
business hours associated with the first location and wherein the second scheduling 
information comprises a second location, a second time zone associated with a second 
location, and second business hours associated with the second location ( see Fig. 10.1, 
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noting Outlook keeps information regarding each meeting in two time zones [east & 
west], the two time zones associated with different locations [east & west coast], 
different business hours [east != west biz hours]; Fig. 27.5 shows the calendar setting 
for defining the start and end of the work day [business hours]); 

presenting a calendar view, to the user, using the first scheduling information and 
the second scheduling information, wherein the first scheduling information is displayed 
using the first time zone and wherein the second scheduling information is displayed 
using the second time zone and wherein the first scheduling information displays only 
the first business hours using the first time zone and wherein the second scheduling 
information displays only the second business hours using the second time zone, 
wherein the calendar view is presented to the user on a display ( see Fig. 1 0.1 , noting 
the above information is displayed); 

responsive to receiving a scheduled meeting time, from the user, selecting a 
participant from a plurality of potential participants ( see Fig. 10.8, where a user can 
select attendees from the Outlook user base); 

responsive to selecting the participant, receiving participant schedule information 
wherein the participant schedule information comprises a participant location and a 
participant time zone associated with the participant location (see id., noting participant 
free/busy time is displayed; p. 32, noting that Outlook saves all time information in UCT 
and converts to local time using the Windows local time zone setting for each user); 
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identifying a participant local time associated with the participant time zone 
associated with the participant location ( see Fig. 10.8, noting received schedule 
information); 

presenting the participant schedule information using the participant local time in 
the calendar view ( see Fig. 10.8, noting the free/busy schedule information); and 

responsive to identifying the participant local time, displaying a participant 
meeting time using the participant local time, wherein the participant meeting time 
corresponds with the schedule meeting time ( see Fig. 10.6, noting invitations are 
received in the inbox with a local time stamp; p. 32, noting that Windows displays things 
in local time). 

As to claim 2, Que discloses the first scheduling information and the second 
scheduling information are stored in a server for central management of calendar 
functions (see p. 4, noting that Outlook uses an Exchange server where the data is 
stored). 

As to claim 3, Que discloses the calendar program is a web-based calendar 
system (see p. 4, noting that Outlook can also be accessed via its web-based portal). 

As to claim 4, Que discloses identifying participant business hours associated 
with the participant location forming a participant work day; and presenting the 
participant schedule information using the participant work day using the participant 
time zone in the calendar view ( see Fig. 10.1, noting the work day displayed; Fig. 27.5 
shows the calendar setting for defining the start and end of the work day). 

Claims 9 and 12 are rejected for similar reasons as claims 1 and 4. 
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Claims 16 and 19 are rejected for similar reasons as claims 1 and 4. 



Conclusion 

1 0. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William V. Saindon whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3026. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5; alt. Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Beth Boswell can be reached on (571) 272-6737. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/wvs/ 

/Beth V. Boswell/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3623 



